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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction 
Article 13(6), second sentence of the Basic Agreement of the Slovak Republic with the Holy See of 2002[footnoteRef:1] states that: "A teacher of religious education has the same status in the employment relationship as teachers of other subjects if he/she fulfils the prerequisites laid down in the Slovak Republic's legal order for teachers of the relevant type and kind of schools." Thus, the Slovak Republic establishes the principle of equality of teachers of religious education with other teachers working in schools or school establishments. [1:  MINISTERSTVO ZAHRANIČNÝCH VECÍ SLOVENSKEJ REPUBLIKY. Oznámenie Ministerstva zahraničných vecí Slovenskej republiky č. 326/2001 Z. z. Základná zmluva medzi Slovenskou republikou a Svätou stolicou [online]. [cit. 28.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2001/326/20010823; MINISTERSTVO ZAHRANIČNÝCH VECÍ SLOVENSKEJ REPUBLIKY. Oznámenie Ministerstva zahraničných vecí Slovenskej republiky č. 394/2004 Z.z. o uzavretí Zmluvy medzi Slovenskou republikou a Svätou stolicou o katolíckej výchove a vzdelávaní [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2004/394/20040709.] 

Teacher of religious education in the process of legislation of the Slovak Republic
A catechist (parish catechesis) as a graduate of Catholic theology, a priest or a layman with a theological but not complete teacher's education could teach religious education in schools after 1989 in addition to parish catechesis. However, after the Slovak state school reform in 2008, the condition of obtaining a professional qualification began to apply to him as well, and the catechist is thus placed in the professional position of a teacher of religious education, who must complete his education according to Act No. 245/2008 Coll. on education and training (Education Act).[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Zákon č. 245/2008 Z.z. o výchove a vzdelávaní (školský zákon) v znení neskorších predpisov [online]. [cit. 28.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2008/245/20170901.] 

The minimum qualification for the profession of teacher of religious education in primary and secondary education[footnoteRef:3] is the completion of higher education of the 2nd degree of a teacher study programme with an approbation in religious education (theology). Subsequent legislative developments have been along the lines of the implementation of the European Qualification Requirements, which have now culminated in the definition of the qualification requirements for the exercise of the profession of teacher in Decree No. 173/2023 Coll. on the qualification requirements for teaching and professional staff.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Religious education is taught at all three levels of schools and in pre-primary education in accordance with the National Qualifications System of the Slovak Republic. Available at: https://www.kvalifikacie.sk/). MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Národná klasifikácia vzdelania v SR [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.minedu.sk/data/files/3772.pdf; UNESCO. Institute for Statistics. ISCED fields of education and training 2013 (ISCED-F 2013) [online]. [cit. 18.1.2024] Available at: https://eqe.ge/res/docs/228085e.pdf.]  [4:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Vyhláška č. 173/2023 Z.z. o kvalifikačných predpokladoch pedagogických zamestnancov a odborných zamestnancov [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2023/173/20230901, príloha č. 1.] 

Other prerequisites for the exercise of the profession of a teacher of religious education are defined in § 9 of Act No.138/2019 Coll. on pedagogical and professional employees.[footnoteRef:5] The law requires teachers to be qualified, of good character, medically fit and proficient in the state language, and for the teaching of religious education the state additionally requires the authorization of the relevant church.  [5:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Zákon č. 138/2019 Z.z. o pedagogických zamestnancoch a odborných zamestnancoch a o zmene a doplnení niektorých zákonov [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2019/138/.] 

The ecclesiastical mandate (canonical mission) according to the internal regulations of the church or religious society is also regulated by § 15(5) of Act No. 245/2008 Coll. on education and training (School Act).[footnoteRef:6] It is based on the assumption that the Catholic Church in Slovakia has, according to its internal regulations, established conditions for maintaining ecclesiastical credentials. The assumption follows from the third sentence of Article 13(6) of the Basic Treaty of the Slovak Republic with the Holy See, which establishes the right of the Catholic Church to personal control of the teaching of religious education and control of the content of religious education.[footnoteRef:7] According to Canon Law (Book 3, Canon 803 - §2)[footnoteRef:8] teachers are to be "distinguished by correct doctrine and integrity of life". Therefore, the right to appoint or remove teachers in his diocese is vested in the bishop, as the fiduciary of the Catholic Church, who has the right to grant or withdraw the canonical mission. In this sense, the State also accepts other ecclesial communities.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Zákon č. 245/2008 Z.z. o výchove a vzdelávaní (školský zákon) v znení neskorších predpisov [online]. [cit. 18.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2008/245/20170901.]  [7:  Pursuant to Article 7(5) of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic, this international treaty shall take precedence over the laws of the Slovak Republic. SLOVENSKÁ REPUBLIKA. Ústava Slovenskej republiky č. 460/1992 Z.z. [online]. [cit. 28.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/1992/460/.]  [8:  Kódex kánonického práva [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.kbs.sk/obsah/sekcia/h/dokumenty-a-vyhlasenia/p/kodex-kanonickeho-prava.]  [9:  SLOVENSKÁ REPUBLIKA. Dohoda medzi Slovenskou republikou a registrovanými cirkvami a náboženskými spoločnosťami a o náboženskej výchove a vzdelávaní č. 395/2004 Z.z. [online]. [cit. 28.1.2024] Available at:  https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2004/395/.] 

In this sense, the Education Act opens up the educational market, but does not allow other organisations to interfere in the competences of churches and religious societies. Thus, no one, except the church trustees themselves, has the authority to interfere in the control of religious education and theology.
Further professional, professional, methodological training of teachers of religious education and the provision of methodological and didactic services is provided by the Catholic Pedagogical and Catechetical Centre and the Diocesan Catechetical Offices as independent legal entities of the Catholic Church.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  MINISTERSTVO ZAHRANIČNÝCH VECÍ SLOVENSKEJ REPUBLIKY. Oznámenie Ministerstva zahraničných vecí Slovenskej republiky č. 394/2004 Z.z. o uzavretí Zmluvy medzi Slovenskou republikou a Svätou stolicou o katolíckej výchove a vzdelávaní [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2004/394/20040709.] 

Qualification to practise as a teacher of religious education
The qualification for the profession is acquired by the teacher through professional education provided by higher education institutions pursuant to Act No. 131/2002 Coll. on higher education institutions.[footnoteRef:11] The content of the study follows from the description of fields of study in which universities in the Slovak Republic can provide higher education. In this case, from the field of subject endorsement, religious education (field of study in the system of disciplines of the Slovak Republic 37. Theology) and pedagogical foundation (in the system of disciplines 38. Teaching and pedagogical sciences).[footnoteRef:12] The content of the study programme is further defined by the professional standards for the exercise of the profession of pedagogical and professional staff of schools and educational establishments by Ministerial Instruction No. 39/17. This sets out the competence profile (specified for each field of education, level or specialisation).[footnoteRef:13] The Instruction defines a competence profile for the teaching profession in three areas: the pupil, the educational process and professional development and also takes into account all stages of a teacher's professional development and the individual professional competences. This profile is the basis for setting the objectives and competences of all teacher education programmes.  [11:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Zákon č. 131/2002 Z.z. o vysokých školách a o zmene a doplnení niektorých zákonov [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2002/131/20230101.  ]  [12:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Zákon č. 287/2022 Z.z. o sústave odborov vzdelávania pre stredné školy a o vecnej pôsobnosti k odborom vzdelávania [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2019/244/20230201.html#prilohy.priloha-priloha_c_2_k_vyhlaske_c_244_2019_z_z.]  [13:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Pokyn ministra č. 39/2017 ktorým sa vydávajú profesijné štandardy pre jednotlivé kategórie a podkategórie pedagogických zamestnancov a odborných zamestnancov škôl a školských zariadení. [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.minedu.sk/data/att/12056.zip. ] 

Acquiring a qualification as a teacher of religious education at Slovak universities
Currently, five universities (6 workplaces) in Slovakia provide teacher education for the teacher of religious education qualification. 
1. Trnava University in Trnava, Faculty of Education,
2. Comenius University in Bratislava, Evangelical Faculty, 
3. University of Constantine the Philosopher in Nitra, Faculty of Arts, 
4. Catholic University in Ružomberok  
- Faculty of Education Ružomberok 
- Faculty of Theology Košice 
5. J. Selye University, Faculty of Education Komárno.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR Register študijných programov [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: Register študijných programov | Portál VŠ (portalvs.sk).] 

In terms of religious affiliation, Comenius University provides teachers of the Evangelical religion, J. Selye University provides teachers of the Reformed religion as "teachers of catechetics", and other HEIs provide teachers of the Catholic religion. All of the above-mentioned faculties offer this study as a teaching programme in combination with other subject endorsements, with the exception of the Faculty of Theology at the Catholic University in Košice, where the study of teaching of religious education is offered as a single endorsement teaching programme with an increased scope of both pedagogical and theological foundation.
Currently, following the processes of nationwide monitoring of the quality of higher education and its alignment with the European Standards (ESG), 342 teacher combination study programmes in the first two levels of higher education, 3,738 standard education programmes and 61 translation and interpreting study programmes have been accredited in Slovakia to date (Chart 1).
Among the teacher study programmes there are 8 study programmes in the combined study programme of Teacher of Religious Education and two in the combined study programme of Teacher of Catechetics. The ratio of religious education teaching programs within the teacher degree programs is approximately 2.92%. To the total number of programs of study, it accounts for approximately 0.241% of the accredited programs of study in the Religious Education endorsement (Figure 2). Thus, the majority of teacher study programmes consist of teacher study programmes in other subjects, For example, study programmes in history or history teaching are accredited in Slovakia 27 i.e. three times more than in religious education teaching, while the time allocation (RUP)[footnoteRef:15] History is approximately the same (6 hours of primary school and 6 hours of secondary school) as religious education (9 hours of primary school and 2 hours of secondary school). [15:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Rámcový učebný plán pre základné školy s vyučovacím jazykom slovenským [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: rup_zs_pre-z-s-vyu_ovac_m-jazykom-slovensk_m.pdf (statpedu.sk); MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Rámcový učebný plán pre gymnáziá s vyučovacím jazykom slovenským [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at:  rup_vjn_vyucovanim_4roc-gym-final.pdf (statpedu.sk).] 

There are 3738 accredited standard study programmes in Slovakia, of which the teaching of religious education as a teacher of one approbation constitutes approximately 0.054%, which is approximately 0.048% of the total number of study programmes (Chart 3). 
In general, these data suggest that specific fields such as religious education teaching have only a negligible share in the total number of programs even in teacher education programs.
Further opportunities to qualify as a teacher of religious education
If a teacher education graduate wishes to extend his/her education in Slovakia to include an approbation in the subject of religious education, he/she shall do so in accordance with Act No. 361/2019 on Education in Professional Development.[footnoteRef:16] Only the Faculty of Pedagogy and Theology of the Catholic University in Ružomberok and the Evangelical Faculty of the Comenius University in Bratislava have been approved by the Rector of the University.[footnoteRef:17] These provide an extension study in Religious Education following on from the Religious Education Teacher Studies programme (Level 1 and Level 2). Among the extension study programmes approved by the Ministry of Education, there is no other extension study in religious education provided by a university or other educational institution in Slovakia.[footnoteRef:18] [16:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Zákon č. 361/2019 Z.z. o vzdelávaní v profesijnom rozvoji [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2019/361/.]  [17:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Programy rozširujúceho štúdia schválené rektormi VŠ (aktualizované 7.6.2023) [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.minedu.sk/data/att/26480.xlsx.]  [18:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Programy rozširujúceho štúdia schválené MŠVVaŠ SR (aktualizované 18.8.2022) [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.minedu.sk/data/att/24257.xlsx.] 

Similar is the case with the Supplementary Pedagogical Studies. Only the Faculty of Theology Košice of the Catholic University in Ružomberok has been approved by the rectors of higher education institutions in Slovakia.[footnoteRef:19] No other university or educational institution has accredited programmes and modules for the teaching of religious education approved by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Slovak Republic.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Programy a moduly programov DPŠ schválené rektormi VŠ (aktualizované 30.5.2022) [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.minedu.sk/data/att/23331.pdf.]  [20:  MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR. Programy a moduly programov DPŠ schválené MŠVVaŠ SR (aktualizované 23.2.2023) [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.minedu.sk/data/att/25641.xlsx.] 

Conclusion
Teachers are professionally prepared for the performance of the teaching profession and religious education only from the Catholic, Evangelical and Reformed religions, despite the fact that in Slovakia we have an approved State Educational Programme of the Catholic, Reformed, Orthodox, Evangelical (Augsburg Confession) and Church of the Brethren churches..[footnoteRef:21] Education is provided by 5 colleges at six sites in a total of 12 study programmes. Four prepare graduates for the Catholic one for the Reformed and one for the Evangelical religion. Extension studies in Religious Education can only be completed at two universities in two religions (Catholic and Evangelical) and Supplementary Pedagogical Studies for the Religious Education approbation at only one workplace of one university (Catholic Religion). [21:  For example: MINISTERSTVO ŠKOLSTVA, VEDY, VÝSKUMU A ŠPORTU SR.  Človek a hodnoty [online]. [cit. 22.1.2024] Available at: https://www.statpedu.sk/files/sk/svp/inovovany-statny-vzdelavaci-program/inovovany-svp-1.stupen-zs/dodatok-c-7-2020/priloha-c-5-clovek-hodnoty.pdf.] 

[bookmark: _Toc151487854]How will this education develop further? Is there any interest from students? How will colleges cope with the new legislation? What further opportunities for professional training and development do religious education graduates have? These and other questions arise in reflection on the current state of religious education teacher education in Slovakia.
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