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In the Polish education system, apart from the Roman Catholic Church, the school plays an important role in the teaching of RE. That is why RE teachers are subordinated to the school principal regarding the implementation of the educational and didactic plan, whereas the implementation of the curriculum and teaching aids is supervised by the Church, which also approves didactic materials and entrusts teachers with a canonical mission. Religious Education in Poland has a confessional nature character and implies Christian personalism. The Roman Catholic Church by the Catechetical Departments of the Episcopal Curia supervise the quality and teaching methodology of RE teachers in schools and in parishes; inspire pastoral and catechetical activities in the diocese; organize the education and training of RE teachers; coordinate the teaching of RE in school with the sacramental catechesis in the parish, etc. 
Before referring to the research, it is worth outlining the situation of the Roman Catholic Church in Poland. Situated in the strategic position of Central Europe, Poland had kept unique character mainly due to the Polish intellectuals, families and Church leaders who created an image of Poland as the protector of Christianity. But since 2004, when Poland jointed the European Union the process of socio-cultural transformation has changed the public position of the Roman Catholic Church. Sociological analyses show that Poles’ trust in the Church has been continuously weakening. In 2010, it was declared by 78% of respondents, in 2012 - 69%, and in 2020 only by 42%. Polish sociologist Janusz Mariański underlines that in Poland, trust in the Church as an institution has a fluctuating character (Mariański 2021).

The time-limit for the research was set by the date of the publication of the legal acts of the Ministry of National Education: the first period from March 12, 2020 introducing the suspension of classes and educational activities in kindergartens, schools and educational institutions (Regulation of the Minister of National Education of March 11, 2020, Journal of Laws 2020, item 410), the second period enabling the implementation of part-time classes in schools from May 25, 2020, in small groups, abiding by the sanitary regulations (Regulation of the Minister of National Education of May 14, 2020, Journal of Laws 2020, item 872). 

Research on digital didactics during the Coronavirus Pandemic in Poland, from the perspective of support given by Catechetical Departments from 41 dioceses, necessitated the identification of main problems and the definition of hypotheses that determined the purpose and scope of the research. The main research problem was formulated as questions: what kind of digital didactics has been adopted in Religious Education in schools in Poland during the Covid-19 Pandemic? What kind of support has been given to RE teachers by the Catechetical Departments?
In the research, due to the specificity of the situation, the two following hypothesis has been formulated: Hypothesis 1: No principles have been developed in digital didactics of Religious Education. Hypothesis 2: Despite the lack of a developed model of remote teaching of RE, all Catechetical Departments supported RE teachers in conducting online education in terms of teaching methodology.
In the conducted research we use critical analysis of various materials, documents, educational aids available on diocesan websites according to the pedagogical principles of this research method following the five criteria listed below in the table. The critical evaluation focused not only on the presence of elements supporting RE teachers in remote learning (quantitative analysis), but also on their quality, relevance, innovativeness and application of the principles of digital didactics (qualitative analysis). Due to the lack of data from the Greek-Catholic Church, reference was made to all dioceses of the RCC. 
Table 1.

	No.
	The Name of Diocese or Archdiocese
	Criteria

	
	
	Announcements and recommendations of the Catholic Education Commission of the Polish Episcopal Conference on the subject of remote teaching of RE during the coronavirus pandemic (SARS-CoV-2)
	Regulations of the Minister of National Education on the temporary limitations in the functioning of institutions of the education system in relation to the prevention, counteracting and combating of COVID-19
	Support for RE teachers in remote teaching of RE by RE teaching experts and teacher training centres
	Original solutions of the Catechetical Departments on remote teaching of RE
	Support materials for remote teaching of RE

	1. 
	Archdiocese of Białystok
	x
	x
	x
	
	x

	2. 
	Diocese of Bielsko-Żywiec
	
	
	
	
	x

	3. 
	Diocese of Bydgoszcz
	x
	x
	
	
	x

	4. 
	Archdiocese of Częstochowa
	
	
	
	
	x

	5. 
	Diocese of Drohiczyn
	
	
	
	
	x

	6. 
	Diocese of Elbląg
	
	
	
	
	x

	7. 
	Diocese of Ełk
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	8. 
	Archdiocese of Gdańsk
	
	x
	
	
	x

	9. 
	Diocese of Gliwice
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	Archdiocese of Gniezno
	
	
	x
	
	x

	11. 
	Diocese of Kalisz
	
	
	
	
	

	12. 
	Archdiocese of Katowice
	x
	x
	
	x
	x

	13. 
	Diocese of Kielce 
	
	x
	x
	
	x

	14. 
	Diocese of Koszalin-Kołobrzeg
	
	
	x
	
	x

	15. 
	Archdiocese of Kraków
	x
	
	
	
	x

	16. 
	Diocese of Legnica
	x
	x
	
	
	x

	17. 
	Archdiocese of Lublin
	
	
	
	
	x

	18. 
	Diocese of Łomża
	x
	x
	
	
	

	19. 
	Diocese of Łowicz
	
	
	
	
	x

	20. 
	Archdiocese of Łódź
	x
	
	x
	x
	x

	21. 
	Archdiocese of Warmia
	
	
	x
	
	x

	22. 
	Diocese of Opole
	x
	
	
	x
	x

	23. 
	Diocese of Pelplin
	
	
	
	
	x

	24. 
	Diocese of Płock
	x
	
	
	
	x

	25. 
	Archdiocese of Poznań
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	26. 
	Archdiocese of Przemyśl
	
	
	
	
	x

	27. 
	Diocese of Radom
	
	
	
	
	

	28. 
	Diocese of Rzeszów
	x
	
	
	
	x

	29. 
	Diocese of Sandomierz
	
	
	
	x
	x

	30. 
	Diocese of Siedlce
	
	
	x
	
	x

	31. 
	Diocese of Sosnowiec
	x
	
	
	
	x

	32. 
	Archdiocese of Szczecin-Kamień
	x
	
	
	
	x

	33. 
	Diocese of Świdnica
	x
	x
	
	
	x

	34. 
	Diocese of Tarnów
	x
	
	
	
	x

	35. 
	Diocese of Toruń
	
	x
	x
	
	x

	36. 
	Archdiocese of Warszawa
	
	
	
	
	x

	37. 
	Diocese of Warszawa-Praga 
	x
	
	
	
	

	38. 
	Diocese of Włocławek
	x
	
	
	
	x

	39. 
	Archdiocese of Wrocław
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	40. 
	Diocese of Zamość-Lubaczów
	
	
	
	
	x

	41. 
	Diocese of Zielona Góra-Gorzów
	x
	
	
	
	x



The analysis showed very diverse involvement of Catechetical Departments in supporting RE teachers in online teaching. Three of them do not report any activity in this regard. Information about the recommendations of the Commission for Catholic Education of the Polish Episcopal Conference on remote teaching of Religious Education was posted on twenty websites. The resources include, above all, e-textbooks available on the websites of Catholic publishers, on-line groups for RE teachers on Facebook, materials on YouTube, portals and blogs on religious topics, websites with interactive materials (e.g. LearningApps, Wordwall), etc.


It is worth noting that only nine websites of the Catechetical Departments published information on legal regulations of the Ministry of National Education regarding remote education.

Another category of posts is information on support for RE teachers in distance education, offered by methodological advisors/consultants from teacher training centres. Information on this topic is posted on eleven websites, which is 26.8% of all departments surveyed. This is primarily information about the possibility of using e-learning platforms, where lesson plans, interactive materials, films, presentations, etc. were made available to RE teachers. These platforms have become a place of exchange of experiences and teaching materials, as well as a virtual space for conducting online training, among others on creating online worksheets creating didactic aids on a computer as well as recording, editing and preparing soundtracks for RE lessons, preparation for sacraments, tools for remote testing using Google Classroom, or Teams. A wide range of training for RE teachers on the Moodle platform and Jitsi platform, run by an RE consultant, was prepared by the Warmian-Masurian Teacher Training Center in Olsztyn, including the following sessions: Creating interactive materials for RE class – LearningApps; Creating interactive materials for RE class – Kahoot; Creating interactive materials for RE class – Wordwall; Using Internet resources to create crosswords and puzzles. The interesting forms of support are the following: the Network of Cooperation and Self-Development Project on the e-learning platform of the Teacher Education Centre in Bialystok including online assistance addressed to teachers of Religious Education working in kindergartens and primary schools (RE Teacher Today – Ideas for Working with Children in Kindergartens and Primary Schools).

On the diocesan and archdiocesan websites surveyed, only four of them offered their own solutions. The Catechesis 2.0 Project prepared in Opole is worth noting. Catechesis 2.0 consists of primarily multimedia materials, information packs and tools, the aim of which is to support remote teaching of Religious Education available free of charge to registered users. Another interesting suggestion is a series of multimedia RE lessons on the YouTube channel of the Diocese of Sandomierz. The cycle is called Catechesis in the Coronavirus Era and aims to seek answers to questions that appeared in the difficult time of the pandemic. Lessons were published daily, divided into age groups. Almost all Catechetical Departments in the remaining dioceses focused on providing links to various types of support. Tools for online communication such as email, electronic journal, cloud tools (Dropbox, Google Drive, Microsoft One Drive), messengers (Google Hangouts, Skype, Microsoft Teams, Zoom), social media (Messenger, WhatsApp) were pointed out. 

The largest number of entries on the websites surveyed offered instructions where RE teachers can download ready-made teaching materials in electronic form. These were primarily links to websites of Catholic publishing houses, which provided free e-textbooks, exercises and worksheets for teaching RE. Many websites of the Catechetical Departments placed, often in the form of tabs, outlines, scripts and other materials prepared by teachers of Religious Education; in many cases, the amount of materials was extensive. The escape room game about St. John Paul II posted on the website of the Catechetical Department of the diocese of Legnica appeared to be an attractive suggestion. RE teachers organized and shared materials in the form of padlets or thematic collections. They also indicated the tools to create electronic educational resources or to download ready-made materials, among others, Wordwall, Ekreda, LearningApps, Scholaris, Ninateka, Quizizz, Educandy, Kahoot, Padlet, Canva, PowToon, Emaze, Flippity, and Genially. Too little attention was paid to the issue of assessing students’ progress in on-line distance learning. 
The results of our research prove that the first hypothesis has been fully confirmed while the second hypothesis has been only partially confirmed. Traditional methods used in the classroom cannot be transferred to online teaching, replacing the paper book with an electronic version. The distance learning strategy should take into account not only the natural curiosity of students, but in the case of older students also their ability to perform tasks using digital tools and mobile devices. 
Conclusions
There are many tools for remote learning. However, as this research has shown, there is frequently too much emphasis on technical issues, how to prepare materials in electronic form for students, for example, and less on methodological issues. Digital didactics is a point of departure how to exploit properly the potential of new technologies in Religious Education. However, there are no developed ideas on how to implement the traditional teaching model of RE to online teaching. It is necessary to develop a model of online RE lessons adequate to its specific nature, as well as teaching principles, methods and forms of work, the method of operationalization of online learning goals, the organization of classes, etc. The digital didactics of RE teaching should offer solutions that are badly needed nowadays. Thus RE teachers will be equipped not only with tools to prepare materials in electronic form, but, also with expertise how to take advantage of the opportunities modern technology offers in Religious Education. 


It is necessary to coordinate many different activities in the Internet. This should be achieved through the creation of a nationwide educational platform for RE teachers managed by experts appointed by the RCC. One of the important issues is not only the formal quality of teaching materials available on the Internet, but, above all, their substantive value. Not all RE teachers understand what open-access educational resources are and do not know how to use them while complying with copyright law. RE teachers need a system of methodological support in digital didactics and professional training on the application of digital tools in distance teaching.

In some cases, RE teachers created groups on Facebook to exchange new experiences, share teaching aids and start self-development. The help of methodological advisors and teacher training centres was of great importance. Providing links to educational materials and tools with instructions how to prepare e-materials is not sufficient to help RE teachers. Substantive and methodological supervision for RE teachers is one of the priority tasks of Catechetical Departments of the dioceses and archdioceses in Poland, and they should determine the direction of Religious Education in schools, which, while maintaining its specific goals and tasks can meet the challenges of the modern world. 
 PAGE 
2

